c/o 26 Leazes Court,

Barrack Road

Newcastle upon Tyne

NE4 5AY

Tel: 07917440093 (Rob)

Email: info@groupsenzala.co.uk
Web: www.GroupSenzala.co.uk

Saturday, January 16,2010
Dear Sir or Madam,

Capoeira forAll is a not-for profit organisation set up by the members of Group Senzala North
Eastto improve access to and visibility of Senzala Capoeira in the North East of England.

For those who are not familiar with our sport, Capoeira is a Brazilian art form combining dance, martial
arts and music and is one of the fastest growing sports world-wide.

We are currently starting to organise our annual “Batizado” (grading ceremony) event which will take
place in May 2010. I am contacting you on behalf of Capoeira for Alland the fund raising team to request
your support.

In order to help you decide if you can help us, we have outlined the following sponsorship categories.
Official Sponsors - £500 or more
As official sponsors of the event, you will receive the following benefits:

*  Your logo and link on the Group Senzala North East website — for one whole year
*  Your logo on all promotional materials

*  Your logo on all event t-shirts

¢ Announcement as “Official Sponsor” at the start and end of the event

* Free access to the workshops

* 2 free event t-shirts

¢ Small banner displayed throughout the event (to be supplied)



Partners - £300 to £499

As partners of Group Senzala North Eastou will receive the following benefits:

*  Your logo and link on the Group Senzala North East website — for one whole year
*  Your logo on all promotional materials

*  Your logo on all event t-shirts

* Free access to the workshops

* 1 free event t-shirt

Supporters - £200 to £299

As a supporter of Group Senzala North Eastou will receive the following benefits:
*  Your logo and link on the Group Senzala North East website — for one whole year
*  Your logo on all promotional materials

* Free access to the workshops
* 1 free event t-shirt

If you would like to support us but the above categories are not suitable, or you can help in other ways
please do not hesitate to contact us. To us, support is not just about financial sponsorship and we would
happily receive product donations that we can raffle or give as prizes.

For more information on our organisation, please read the accompanying pages. These pages give you a

brief insight into Capoeira, Group Senzala North East and the “Batizado” event.

We look forward to hearing from you — either way!

Kind Regards,

Robert Curry
On behalf of Capoeira for Alland Group Senzala North East



The Group Senzala organisation was founded in the 19600s in Rio de Janei
Brazil. The group is probably one the most famous Capoeira group in the wa
thanks to its many masters and other technicians teaching Capoeira.

The UK branch of Group Senzalasgvcreated in 1989 by Mestre (Master) Gato
bone of the original founding members. The group has grown from strength to
strength and 2009 saw its"2gear!

The head of Group Senzala North East, Jimi McAvoy (also known as Professor Tazmania) wasene of th
first students of Mestre Gato, back in 1989 and has continued to teach the art of Capoeira throughout the

North East of England.

Today, the group runs regular classes and workshops in Newcastle upon Tyne and Durham (taught by Pete
Grufferty, one of Jiri® first Capoeira students).

Thanks to the hard work of the group, and association of visiting students, we now have classes in the
Czech Republic and Croatia.

Group Senzala North East is not just a Capoeira gibatiis a family!



The History

Capoeira, as the story goes, is a Brazilian martial art form developed by the
African slaves in Brazil over 400 years ago. It combines the potency of viole
and fight, the fluidity and expressiveness of dance, thecalihg power of
music, the wit ad playfulness of clever games, and the showmanship of
acrobatics into one beautiful art form. Although there are many opinions as to
how Capoeira specifically came to be, popular versions include:

» it was a form of selflefense disguised as a dance todaaff landownersO suspicions

* jtwas a common pasime of slaves while they sold chickens in the market (the current
dictionary definition of OcapoeiraQ is chicken coop)

» it descended from or was influenced by the NOgolo zebra dance in Africa, a coymshdor
men with a dowrywaived bride as the prize

The Game

While most other martial artists “spar” or “fight”, capoeiristas (practioners of capoeira) play.
This is done inside a ring of other capoeiristas, called the roda (pronounced “hoda), which means
wheel in Portuguese. Players often try to trick and outwit each other, looking for ways to trip the
other person up while avoiding having the same happen to them. The capoeira game is also
considered a dialogue between two players, with their actions and reactions together forming
anything from a pleasant conversation to a heated argument, to rounds of teasing and bantering,
to a lesson being given and received.

The Music

Music plays a fundamental role in capoeira, and largely makes the martial art ishatithe head of

every roda plays the bateria, with the rest of the roda clapping and singing along. Songs are sung in
Portuguese, often follow a calhdresponse style, and subject matter includes things such as legendary
capoeiristas, capoeira prerbs, or commentary on the game currently being played. The bateria itself
consists of the following instruments, in various numbers and combinations:

* the berimbau (single stringed bow)

* the atabaque (a tall, AffBrazilian drum somewhat resembling cordyoms)

* the pandeiro (tambourine)

* the recereco (a ribbed metal or wooden rod that you run a stick up and down over to play)
* the agogo bell (two metal bells attached to each other and struck with a stick)



The berimbau is master of the roda: it contwleat players do, when they do it, and how they do it.

There are different berimbau toques (rhythms/melodies) all reserved for specific situations, whether it is
setting the pace of the game, indicating the presence of graduated students, or (historitaligking

the arrival of potential danger

The Styles

There are two major styles of capoeira: regional (pronounced “heh-jional””) and angola
Capoeira regional was developed by Mestre (“master””) Bimba, and is considered to be faster
paced, flashier, and more similar to other martial arts. Capoeira angola, championed by Bimba’s
contemporary Mestre Pastinha, maintains the reputation of being the “true”, traditional form of
capoeira, which includes extremely slow as well as extremely quick movements, fewer
acrobatics, and much closer games. A growing number of schools today practice what is called
capoeira contempor%ongahich combines the two styles, or focuses on one while dabbling in the
other.



What is it?

The “Batizado” (Baptism) is the ceremony which ends the first part of the
learning cycle of a new Capoeirista. The Batizado is not a religious event, but

rather a welcoming.

It is in the Batizado that the new student will receive his/her Capoeira nickname,
his/her Capoeira Corda (belt), and will officially be introduced to the Capoeira
world.

After the Batizado, once the next level is completed, the Capoeirista will participate in a “Troca de
Cordas” — Belt Exchange, where they will receive the next belt in the system — indicating their increased
knowledge and understanding.

Our Event

Our “Batizado” event will consist of 3 days of Capoeira workshops - taught by Masters and Professors of
Group Senzala, as well as visiting guest teachers - and will culminate with the “Batizado” ceremony.

As part of our event we invite Masters and Teachers from Brazil, Europe and the UK as well as guest
teachers from other groups. The workshops are usually broken down by experience with the teachers
passing on their knowledge to the next generation.

It is through these Batizado events that the students learn more about Capoeira and experience the
Brazilian culture, and art — from people who have lived through it as well as interacting with other
Senzala students and people from other groups.



